66                     THE OCEAN OF STORY

of the Godavari out of curiosity, I beheld a garden called
Devlkriti, and seeing that it was an exceedingly pleasant
garden, like an earthly Nandana,1 I asked the gardener
how it came there, and he said to me : " My lord, according
to the story which we hear from old people, long ago there
came here a certain Brahman who observed a vow of silence
and abstained from food; he made this heavenly garden
with a temple; then all the Brahmans assembled here out
of curiosity, and that Brahman being persistently asked by
them told his history:

2c, The Magic Garden

"c There is in this land a province called Bakakachchha,
on the banks of the Narmada; in that district I was born as
a Brahman, and in former times no one gave me alms, as I
was lazy as well as poor ; then in a fit of annoyance I quitted
my house, being disgusted with life, and wandering round
the holy places I came to visit the shrine of Durga, the dweller
in the Vindhya hills, and having beheld that goddess, I re-
flected : " People propitiate with animal offerings this giver
of boons, but I will slay myself here, stupid beast that I
am." Having formed this resolve, I took in hand a sword
to cut off my head. Immediately that goddess, being pro-
pitious, herself said to me : " Son, thou art perfected, do not
slay thyself, remain near me.55 Thus I obtained a boon from
the goddess and attained divine nature. From that day
forth my hunger and thirst disappeared ; then once on a time,
as I was remaining there, that goddess herself said to me:
" Go, my son, and plant in Pratishthana a glorious garden."
Thus speaking, she gave me, with her own hands, heavenly
seed; thereupon I came here and made this beautiful garden
by means of her power; and this garden you must keep
in good order/ Having said this, he disappeared. In this

1 Indra's pleasure-ground or Elysium, For a similar Kaubergarten see
Liebrecht's translation of Dunlop's History of Fiction, p, 251, and note, 335;
and Gonzenbach's Sicilianische Marcken, vol. i, p. 224. To this latter story
there is a very close parallel in Jstaka, No. 220 (Fausbifll, vol. ii, p, 188),
where Sakko "makes a garden for the Bodhisattva, who is threatened with
death by the king if it is not done.